
 

 

 

In an effort to collect real time data on a stroke patient and share key information with all clinician involved in 
the care and management of a stroke patient, the SD Statewide Stroke Initiative is asking EMS agencies and 
hospitals to utilize a Stroke Triage Card for real time data collection on patients with a stroke.  The Initiative is 
asking that the Stroke Triage Card be kept with the patient during all phases of clinical management and 
patient transfers until the patient is received by Comprehensive Stroke Center or Primary Plus Stroke Center. 
The Stroke Triage Card is transferred as a key piece of clinical information/data representing all phases of 
clinical management.  The tertiary Stroke Center receiving the patient will retain the original Stroke Triage 
Card as real time data on the patient and enter this information into the AHA Stroke Get With the Guidelines 
registry portal.  Agencies and facilities involved in the clinical management of a stroke patient should retain a 
copy of the Stroke Triage Card information for their patient records.  This specific data collection process aids 
in timely feedback to EMS agencies and hospitals that are involved in the care and management of a stroke 
patient.  Thank you for your support and use of the Stroke Triage Card. 

Stroke Triage Card - User Instructions 
Initial Assessment For All Users (EMS and Hospital) 

1. Identify a neurological patient with assessment criteria applicable to a BEFAST and VAN 
Assessment 

2. Remove the Stroke Triage Card from the Envelope and follow/reference the BEFAST and 
VAN Assessment guidelines on the back side of the triage card 

3. Document patient information/required data fields on the Stroke Triage Card 
4. Initial Assessment/First Medical Contact Information is entered in highlighted yellow 

Sections  
5. Place the Stroke Triage Card back in the envelope and keep the Stroke 

Envelope/Stroke Triage Card with the patient 

EMS Instructions 

6. Document EMS data fields on the Stroke Triage Card – highlighted in yellow 
7. Transfer Stroke Triage Card/Stroke Envelope to the accepting ED nurse at the hospital 

on your arrival  

Hospital Instructions 

8. Enter hospital stroke information/data on the Stroke Triage Card (open data fields and 
lines requiring information) 

9. Send the Stroke Triage Card and Stroke Envelope with the patient to the accepting 
tertiary Stroke Center.   

 






